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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Inventors 



BLUM, etal. 



Serial No. 



09/935,672 



Filed 



August 24, 2001 



For 



ADVANCED FLOOR MAT 



Art Unit 



1744 



Exanniner 



Randall E. CHIN 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: " 

Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1 .56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is 
hereby directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise 
indicated herein, one copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested 
that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, 
and that the reference(s) be made of record therein and appear among the "References 
Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. The filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement and the enclosed PTO Form No. 1449, shall not be construed as an 
admission that the information cited is prior art, or is considered to be material to 
patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56(b). It is believed that no fees other than 
those indicated below are due, but authorization is hereby given to charge any 
additional fees due, or to credit any overpayment, to deposit account 1 1-0600. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months after 
the U.S. filing date and after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits, but 
before the mailing date of a final action, Notice of Allowance, or any action that 
otherwise closes prosecution. Please debit Deposit Account No. 1 1-0600 in the amount 
of $180.00 in payment of the fee under 37 CFR §1.1 7(p) to ensure consideration of the 
disclosed information. 37 CFR §1 .97(c)(2). 

Non-U.S. references cited under the heading "FOREIGN PATENT 
DOCUMENTS" and "OTHER DOCUMENTS" in the attached form 1449 were cited in 
related foreign or PCT applications. Accordingly, the following are attached pursuant to 
37 CFR§1.98(a)(2)&(3): 
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- Translation of the Decision of tlie Taiwan Intellectual Property Office in related 
application no. 090121062 and Concise Explanation of Relevance for ROC 51781 and 
ROC 394679; 

- Translation of the Decision of the Taiwan Intellectual Property Office in related 
application no. 089108380 and English translation of ROC 32871 1 ; and 



- Translation of a Hungarian Search Report for application no. P0202029 

- copies of Search Reports for PCT/US01/48657, PCT/US02/39677, 
PCT/US03/14610. 

Reference EP 0 421 258 A1 was cited in one or more of parent applications 
09/553,234, 09/418,752 or 09/304,051, and accordingly a copy has not been provided 
herewith. 

References U.S. 5,997,995 (Scianna) and U.S. 5,1 14,774 (Maxim Jr.) cited 
under the heading "U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS" were cited in related U.S. application 
no. 09/981 ,827 (now abandoned). A copy of the "Notice of References Cited" is 
attached. Other U.S. references cited under the heading "U.S. PATENT 
DOCUMENTS" were cited in the PCT Search Reports noted above. 

Copies of related co-pending applications 10/631,895 and 10/712,375 cited 
herein have not been submitted herewith because these applications were filed after 
June 30, 2003 (August 1, 2003 and November 14, 2003, respectively). See OG 
Notices: 05 August 2003. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at (202) 220-4323 to disCuss 
any matter concerning this application. The Office is authorized to charge any fees 
under 37 C.F.R. 1 .16 or 1.17 related to this communication to Deposit Account No. 11- 



KENYON & KENYON 
1500 K Street, NW - Suite 700 
Washington, DC 20005 
(202) 220-4200 
(202) 220-4201 (fax) 



0600. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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FORM PTO-1449 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT(S) 




Atty Docket No. 
Serial No. 
Inventors 
Filed 

Group Art Unit 
Examiner 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner Patent 

Initial Number Issue Date Inventor(s) 
3,703,424 A 11-21-72 Charnocketal 



10551/213 

09/935,672 

Blum et al. 

August 24, 2001 

1744 

Chin 



5,997,995 12/1999 



Scianna 



5,114,774 5/1992 



Maxim, Jr. 



6,088,984 A 7-18-00 



Kirby 



4,068,339 A 1-17-78 Maruyama et al 



U.S. APPLICATION DOCUMENTS 



Examiner Application 

Initial Number Filing Date Inventor(s) 
09/928,429 " 8-14-01 Blum et al. 



09/985,456 -11-2-01 Blumetal. 

10/316,030 ' 12-1 1-02 Blum et al. 

1 0/395,793 ' 3-25-03 Blum et al. 

1 0/436,245 ' 5-1 3-03 Blum et al. 

10/631,895 8-1-03 Blumetal. 



EXAMINER SIGNATURE DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with 
MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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FORM PTO-1449 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT(S) 



Atty Docket No. 
Serial No. 
Inventors 
Filed 

Group Art Unit 
Examiner 



10551/213 

09/935,672 

Blum et al. 

August 24, 2001 

1744 

Chin 



1 0/71 2,375 1 1 -1 4-03 Blum et al. 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initial 



Document 



Number 


Pub. Date 


Country 


ROC 51781 


7-16-83 


Taiwan 


- ROC 394679 


6-21-00 


Taiwan 


ROC 328711" 


3-21-98 


Taiwan 


^ WO 88/03383 


5-19-88 


WO (English Abstract) 


EP 0 421 258 Al 


6/1990 


EP 


-GB 1 243 445 A" 


8-18-71 


United Kingdom 


-GB 1 340 636 A 


12-12-73 


United Kingdom 


HUP 94 01 177 A 


1 2-30-96 


Hungary 


1 HU 128 691 B / 


unknown 


Hungary 



EXAMINER SIGNATURE 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with 
MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to applicant 
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